
Nicole Brammer
Nicole is a gentle and popular young 
woman of Antiguan decent who enjoys 
being surrounded by activity and has been 
an enthusiastic participant at JOS 
inclusive music making sessions since 
2008, as a regular and much appreciated 
member of the ensemble.

         
           

‘MOJOJO’
(Bespoke modular interchangeable instruments

and wheelchair presentable stand)

The Design Journey

JOS bespoke instrument designs emerge 
by creative collaboration involving many 
people. In addition to Nicole (without 
whom there would be no impetus for the 
design) JOS has invited, encouraged and 
facilitated the involvement of familial and 
professional carers, f r iends, JOS 
volunteers, consultants, designers, 
engineers, instrument makers and anyone 
else interested in contributing towards 
achieving the best possible product and 
project outcomes whilst working with 
Nicole as a co-creator and co-learner. The 
JOS team believes that this way of 
working, though often more demanding, 
complex and time consuming than more 
traditional and exclusive methods is none 
the less optimal towards the advancement 
and promotion of widely beneficial 
inclusive design approaches, and in 
gaining appropriate appreciation and 
acknowledgement for the highly individual 
and creative input of disabled participants 
who are so often automatically excluded 
from any such initiatives.

Personalization

JOS intends that each instrument might 
become a cherished personal possession 
that will continue to inspire, encourage 
and faci l i tate i ts owner ’s musical 
involvement and pleasure for a long time 
to come. To enhance the sense personal 
identification and ownership all designs 
incorporate bespoke features as much as 
is possible. The process of co-design is a 
mutually shared co-learning experience 
that is dependent upon Nicole’s essential 
contribution as a member of a multi-
talented and diverse co-design team, 
working towards the facilitation and 
expression of her individual abilities and 
aesthetic in her uniquely personalized 
instrument design. 

Nicole’s character, stated preferences and 
cultural background have informed the 
choice and personalization of the ‘Mojojo’ 
i t s p r e s e n t a t i o n s t a n d a n d 
interchangeable instruments, including 
their form, shape, function, finish, color, 
accessibility and particular features, all of 
w h i c h h a v e b e e n c a r e f u l l y a n d 
methodically considered towards their 
best and most advantageous fit to Nicole’s 
character and ability. 

Development

Throughout the co-design process Nicole 
has been ever patient and supportive of 
her co-design team. She has also been 
bold and adventurous in sharing her music 
making skills, self-determination and 
subtle energetic as a member of  JOS. 

The ‘Mojojo’ is a groundbreaking and 
versatile instrument that has precedents in 
h i s t o r i c c o m p o s i t e , a n d m o d e r n 
e x p e r i m e n t a l a n d m u l t i - p l a y e r   
instruments such as the medieval 
‘Organistrum’ and the more recent 
‘Courting Dulcimer’. 

The ‘Mojojo’ can be adapted and 
personalized to suite the broadest range 
of players and might be used as a 
therapeutic instrument in relation to ‘arts 
and music for health and wellbeing’. 

This important new approach to inclusive 
music making might be applied to the 
advantage of many players and would not 
have been advanced wi thout the 
inspirational help of Nicole.
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Exploratory Co-design Workshops

Musical Factors

Nicole likes to be physically connected 
with her co-players so that she can enjoy 
close proximity and touch whilst hearing 
and feeling the resonant acoustic sounds 
and vibrations generated by her co-
created musical expression. 

Participating in JOS music making 
sessions through creative interaction with 
her facilitators Nicole enjoys initiating or 
contributing to improvisations by using her 
facial and eye movements and by other 
subtle physical expressions. Nicole’s open 
and tender temperament contributes a 
natural warmth and character into the JOS 
inclusive soundscape.

Nicole co-playing the Glockenspiel

Nicole co-playing the African Marimba

Nicole independently explores the Zither
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